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Abstract 

This project is a study (developed since 2008) of human rights education programs implemented 

in secondary education. It is a comparative analysis of three countries: The Grand Duchy of 

Luxembourg, Spain and Mexico. The study intends to contribute to our understanding of policy-

making processes and local implementation of education initiatives in the field of human rights 

proposed by supranational organizations. It defines the limits of and challenges to human rights 

education and its role in contributing to the reinforcement of democratic practices and institutions. 

In order to achieve its goals, this dissertation has been divided into three parts. The first consists 

of documentary research on international directives in human rights education from the Council 

of Europe, UNESCO, the United Nations, and the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, 

among other bodies. It also examines national and local policies which are supposed to adhere 

to these directives (Constitutions, education regulations, education programs, national human 

rights plans, etc.). This part also examines work being conducted by the principle organization 

from civil society active in the case countries. The second part of the thesis includes the 

completion of semi-structured interviews with policy actors in human rights education, including: 

representatives of supranational organizations, officials from national and local human rights 

institutions, in particular those responsible for human rights programs, education officials, and 

civil society actors. Finally, part three focuses on research in the local schools included in this 

study. It consists of interviews with secondary school directors and teachers who are responsible 

for courses where the subject of human rights is treated. A special questionnaire has been 

developed for students. These interviews are complemented by group observation during the 

teaching of human rights courses. 

 


